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 engage with Tehran when it has shown signs of moderation, especially under Rafsanjani in the
 early 1990s and after the election of Khatami in 1997. Chapter 8 examines the rise of the "new
 political class" of hardliners, which was bolstered by the victory of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
 in the 2005 elections. Arjomand provides an interesting analysis of the relationship between
 populism, revolutionary revivalism, and the military-security complex. The 2009 presidential
 elections and the Green Movement are also briefly discussed here. Chapter 9 turns to the
 supreme leader of the Islamic Republic, Ayatollah Khamenei, and shows how the growth of his
 extraconstitutional authority, especially since the 2009 elections, has injected instability into the
 Islamic Republic. In Chapter 10, "The Hardliners, Foreign Policy, and Nuclear Development,"
 Arjomand returns to Tehran's foreign policy and provides a broad history of the factional
 politics behind Iran's nuclear policy. This chapter should be particularly interesting for students
 of international relations because it discusses Tehran's nuclear program in close connection
 with the country's domestic politics and state power structure.

 With an engaging overview of the ideological transformations and political changes since
 1989, After Khomeini offers an accessible and yet sophisticated analysis of Iranian politics in
 its postrevolutionary reconstruction phase. The book constitutes a major contribution to the
 study of Shi ci Islam and constitutional politics and is a well-informed addition to literature
 on the comparative sociology of revolutions. I recommend Arjomand's volume to all scholars
 and especially to students of the Middle East.

 PEYMAN VAHABZADEH, A Guerrilla Odyssey: Modernization, Secularism, Democracy, and
 the Fadai Period of National Liberation in Iran, 1971-1979 (Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse
 University Press, 2010). Pp. 289. $29.95 cloth.

 Reviewed by  Maziar Behrooz,  Department of History, San Francisco State University, San
 Francisco, Calif.; e-mail: mroozbeh@sfsu.edu
 doi:10.1017/S0020743811000286

 The role of the revolutionary Marxist left in the 1979 Iranian revolution has been a subject
 of controversy for the past thirty-one years. Some have supported an urban myth that the left
 played a pivotal role in the revolution that brought the Islamists to power, while others have
 argued that although the left played a role in the antishah struggle, it was far from a pivotal
 one. Numerous scholarly studies have attempted to address this controversy, and the book
 under review is the latest addition to the literature. By focusing on the largest revolutionary
 Marxist guerrilla organization, the author attempts not only to document the history of the
 Organization of Iranian People's Fada'i Guerrillas (henceforth Fadaiyan) prior to the revolution
 but also to examine the contributions and shortcomings of its key theorists and, perhaps most
 important of all, the relevance of their ideas in a post-Marxist-revolutionary age.

 The book consists of eight chapters, but its overall structure can be viewed as constituting
 three sections. The first two chapters, comprising a general historical background of Iran with
 a focus on leftist movements from the 1953 coup up to the late 1960s and a history of the
 Fadaiyan in the 1970s, constitute the first section. Here the author has utilized a large body
 of the available primary and secondary sources as well as a collection of interviews with
 personalities who worked closely with the Fadaiyan or who were members of the group in
 the 1970s. The interviews the author managed to conduct, undoubtedly through much time and
 effort, are the most important addition to the source base of previous works on the subject.
 The importance of the interviews is mainly due to the reluctance of many former and current
 militant activists to go on record about their activities or record them on their own. The
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 chapter on the history of the Fadaiyan is a meticulous documentation of events, personalities,
 and challenges that the organization faced, along with its internal dynamics. This chapter,
 however, misses an opportunity to set the issue of the internal purges of the Fadaiyan in the
 1970s straight. The author could have also discussed the theoretical context in which the line
 between security concerns and political differences was blurred, leading to the assassination
 of a number of cadres. This tendency was a Stalinist practice established well before many
 Fadaiyan cadres were even born. The assassination of Abdollah Panjehshahi in 1976, about
 which the Fadaiyan had kept silent for years, is a good case in point. Despite the fact that
 explanations of this assassination remain inadequate and contradictory, the author seems to
 accept those given by his interviewees at face value.

 Chapters 3 through 7 can be viewed as constituting the second section of the book because
 they represent the author's impression of key Fadaiyan theorists as well as his analysis of theo
 retical differences between the Fadaiyan and other militant organizations. The author attempts
 to deconstruct the main elements of the theories put forth by the Fadaiyan theorists in order
 to show the differences between them as well as their relevance for a future generation. The
 book relies here on major available primary sources and does a good job at "deconstruction."
 Although the contributions of these theorists have been studied before, the author's approach
 in trying to find contemporary relevance is both innovative and intriguing.

 The last two chapters, constituting what can be viewed as the final section, are basically the
 author's reflections on the project and his endeavor to bring all of the important conclusions
 and observations into a holistic overview.

 The book is a most welcome addition to the study of the Marxist left in 20th-century Iran.
 The left undoubtedly played an important role in Iran's recent history, and the Fadaiyan was a
 generation's response to the challenges of liberation movements, secularism, and democracy.
 The author does a fine job in both recording and putting in perspective the Fadaiyan, the most
 important and largest of the guerrilla organizations in Iran. The book would appeal to those
 interested in Iran's 20th-century history and the history of communist movements in Iran. It
 would also be suitable for graduate courses on the intellectual history of the 20th-century
 Middle East. Since the Iranian Revolution, much attention has been paid to religious thinkers
 and their activities. This book brings leftist intellectual revolutionary thinkers to the forefront
 and as such would fit well in any course on modern Iran.

 Alexander Murinson, Turkey's Entente with Israel and Azerbaijan: State Identity and Se
 curity in the Middle East and Caucasus (New York: Routledge, 2010). Pp. 233. $130.00
 cloth, $130.00 e-book.

 Reviewed by  Umut Uzer,  Department of Political Science, University of Utah, Salt Lake
 City, Utah; e-mail: umuthome@hotmail.com
 doi: 10.1017/S0020743811000298

 Turkey's quasi alliance with Israel, formed in the 1990s and sustained throughout the first
 decade of the 21st century, came to an abrupt end oh 31 May 2010, when a group of
 Turkish Islamists and a number of European sympathizers tried to breach Israel's blockade on
 the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. As a consequence of skirmishes between the Israeli army and
 sympathizers of Hamas on the Turkish ship Mavi Marmara, nine Turks were killed by Israeli
 soldiers. This incident is bound to poison Turkish-Israeli relations for years to come.

 In Turkey's Entente with Israel and Azerbaijan, Alexander Murinson presents an in-depth
 analysis of the Turkish-Israeli-Azerbaijani entente and particularly warns of the looming crisis

This content downloaded from 130.212.169.64 on Wed, 24 Jun 2020 17:46:07 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. 354
	p. 355

	Issue Table of Contents
	International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 43, No. 2 (MAY 2011) pp. 197-378
	Front Matter
	EDITORIAL FOREWORD [pp. 197-202]
	Relocating Arab Nationalism
	PREFACE: RELOCATING ARAB NATIONALISM [pp. 203-204]
	OTTOMAN MODERNITY, COLONIALISM, AND INSURGENCY IN THE INTERWAR ARAB EAST [pp. 205-225]
	COLONIAL STATE-BUILDING AND THE NEGOTIATION OF ARAB AND BERBER IDENTITY IN PROTECTORATE MOROCCO [pp. 227-249]
	DREAM OF EXILE, PROMISE OF HOME: LANGUAGE, EDUCATION, AND ARABISM IN ALGERIA [pp. 251-270]
	THE LONG AND INTRICATE FUNERAL OF YASIN AL-HASHIMI: PAN-ARABISM, CIVIL RELIGION, AND POPULAR NATIONALISM IN DAMASCUS, 1937 [pp. 271-292]
	䡙䉒䥄⁎䅔䥏乁䱉卍区⁗䄞汁丁⨠䅎䐠允坍Ī⁖䥓䥏乓⁉丠䥒䅑⁕乄䕒 뽁䉄⁁䰭䭁剉䴠允卉䴬‱㤵㠠ᐶㄠ孰瀮′㤳ⴳㄲ�

	ROUNDTABLE
	Relocating the Cold War
	Between Global and Regional Narratives [pp. 313-316]
	Rethinking the Middle East and North Africa in the Cold War [pp. 317-319]
	The Middle Eastern Cold War: Unique Dynamics in a Questionable Regional Framework [pp. 320-322]
	Surveying the Revolutionary Arc [pp. 323-325]


	BOOK REVIEWS
	Nations and Their Others
	Review: untitled [pp. 327-329]
	Review: untitled [pp. 329-330]
	Review: untitled [pp. 331-333]
	Review: untitled [pp. 333-335]
	Review: untitled [pp. 335-336]
	Review: untitled [pp. 337-338]
	Review: untitled [pp. 338-339]

	Empire and Modernity
	Review: untitled [pp. 339-341]
	Review: untitled [pp. 341-343]
	Review: untitled [pp. 343-345]
	Review: untitled [pp. 345-347]

	Politics and Political History
	Review: untitled [pp. 347-349]
	Review: untitled [pp. 349-350]
	Review: untitled [pp. 351-352]
	Review: untitled [pp. 352-354]
	Review: untitled [pp. 354-355]
	Review: untitled [pp. 355-358]
	Review: untitled [pp. 358-361]

	Arts and Architecture
	Review: untitled [pp. 361-362]
	Review: untitled [pp. 363-364]
	Review: untitled [pp. 364-366]

	Medieval Studies
	Review: untitled [pp. 366-368]
	Review: untitled [pp. 368-370]

	Anthropology of Islam
	Review: untitled [pp. 370-371]
	Review: untitled [pp. 371-374]


	NOTES AND COMMENTS
	THE "EFFENDIYYA": WHERE HAVE ALL THE WOMEN GONE? [pp. 375-377]

	Back Matter



