HMSX 301 Perspectives in LGBT Studies
Spring 2010, Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:10-3:50
Amy Sueyoshi, Associate Professor
Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

EP 111c, 415-405-0774, sueyoshi@sfsu.edu (e-mail is the best way to contact me)
Office Hours: Wednesdays 4pm-6pm  and by appointment

Teaching Assistants

Gabriel Solorio, gabesolo@aol.com

Justin Barron, aboldnewpace@hotmail.com
Since the “Gay Revolution” of the late 1960s, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Studies has grown and flourished into a powerful social force and legitimate academic discipline.  While homophobia remains in America, gay themes and icons pervade mainstream media, and scholars have largely accepted Queer Theory as a leading intellectual movement.  This course arranged loosely chronologically will trace the construction and evolution of same-sex sexuality as both sex acts and socially constructed identities.  Class materials will also examine what same-sex sexuality signifies as an ideology that stirs both hate and love.  Readings based primarily in the U.S. will trace same-sex love and desire from before the formation of modern gay and lesbian identities up until the contemporary period.   Students will complete the course with an understanding of how things “queer” have taken center stage in American consciousness, arousing intense anxiety for some and liberation for others.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Assigned readings will be online through e-reserves through the library home page at www.library.sfsu.edu. After selecting the course, type in the course password “cockring” to access the week in which the readings are due. Additonally, there is one required choose-your-own novel due April 5. Choose one of the following novels to read during spring break. All books are available at the SFSU bookstore.

E. Lynn Harris, Invisible Life (New York: Anchor Books, 1994)

Radclyffe Hall, Well of Loneliness (New York: Anchor Books, 1990)

Emma Perez, Gulf Dreams (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 2009)
Monique T.D. Truong, Book of Salt (New York: Mariner Books, 2003)
Class attendance and participation are mandatory.  Thoughtful participation that demonstrates your engagement in the week’s reading is absolutely necessary for a lively discussion.  Students will receive one point for every class they attend.
Online quizzes on the assigned readings must be completed on ilearn no later than one hour before each class in which the readings are to be discussed. Quizzes consist of one to two multiple choice questions and will be posted at least a week before the last date students are allowed to take the quiz. Students are welcome to read ahead and take the quiz anytime after it is available online until it closes.  Students will have five minutes to complete the one to two questions. Each correct answer will earn one point towards the final course grade. Quiz questions will largely evaluate whether you have understood the main argument of the readings. Quizzes can only be taken once so be sure to choose answers carefully before submitting them.
Community surveys will be due May 17 at noon in my office. You are required to turn in a rough draft by April 14th to receive automatically 5 points of the total possible 25 points. The remainder of the 20 points will be credited appropriately to your paper depending on how well it fulfills the following requirements. Explore one venue, organization, or group, either for-profit or non-profit, involving some aspect of LGBT life and write a three-page double-spaced survey that details the “community” and articulates its significance.  Include three scholarly articles or books that we have not read in class along the same themes as your survey and evaluate how your conclusions are supported by or add something new to the points of the articles or books.  Please use Chicago style footnotes when citing your articles or books. Also, the papers should be more than a descriptive account of the community surveyed. Be certain it has an argument.

Please mind all deadlines. LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

GRADE BREAKDOWN
Your grade will be the sum of points that you accumulate for each assignment completed. 
Attendance and participation


26 points

Online quizzes through ilearn


49 points

Community survey paper - rough draft

5 points 
Community survey paper - final draft

20 points

There are total 100 possible points.  Your final grade will be calculated according to the chart below.

	Grade
	Total points

	A
	94 and above

	A-
	90-93

	B+
	87-89

	B
	84-86

	B-
	80-83

	C+
	77-79

	C
	74-76

	C-
	70-73

	D+
	67-69

	D
	64-67


FURLOUGH IMPACT UPON CURRICULUM
In August 2009, California State University system and the California Faculty Association agreed to institute a 10% unpaid work furlough for academic year 2009-2010. This means that we will not be meeting for 10% of the class meetings or 3 classes. You are welcome to continue to do the assigned readings and complete the quiz for extra credit. However, we will NOT be meeting for the three designated furlough days below. Feel free to visit me in office hours if you wish to discuss the readings assigned for furlough days. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1 
January 25

Introduction and course guidelines
January 27
Thinking Sexuality
Gayle Rubin, “Thinking Sex” in The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, and David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge, 1993), 3-44. 
Week 2

February 1
Sex Acts, Orientation, and Identity
Kay Diaz, “Are Gay Men Born That Way?” in The Columbia Reader on Lesbians and Gay Men in Media, Society, and Politics, ed. Larry Gross and Lillian Faderman (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 211-217 .
Kathleen A. Brehony, “Coming to Consciousness: Some Reflections on the Boston Marriage,” in Boston Marriages: Romantic but Asexual Relationships Among Contemporary Lesbians by Esther D. Rothblum and Kathleen A. Brehony, ed. (Amherst: University of Amherst Press, 1993), 19-26.
Tomás Almaguer, “Chicano Men: A Cartography of Homosexual Identity and Behavior” in The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, and David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge, 1993), 255-270.

Pat Califia, “Gay Men and Lesbians Doing it Together” in The Columbia Reader on Lesbians and Gay Men in Media, Society, and Politics, ed. Larry Gross and Lillian Faderman (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 92-96.

February 3

Before “Gays and Lesbians”



FURLOUGH DAY – NO CLASS
The San Francisco Lesbian and Gay History Project, “‘She Even Chewed Tobacco’: A Pictorial Narrative of Passing Women in America” in Hidden from History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, Martin Duberman, Martha Vicinus, and George Chauncey, Jr., ed. (New York: Meridian, 1989), 183-194.
George Chauncey, “Chapter 3: Trade, Wolves, and the Boundaries of Normal Manhood,” Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture and the Making of a Gay Male World (New York: Basic Books, 1994), 65-97.
Week 3 

February 8

Politics

Daniel Hurewitz, “Chapter 6: Getting Some Identity: Mattachine and the Politics of Sexual Identity Construction,” Bohemian Los Angeles and the Making of Modern Politics (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2007), 231-266.
February 10

Rebellion

David Carter, “Chapter 8: ‘We’re Taking the Place’” and “Chapter 9: Lancing the Festering Wound of Anger,” Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay Revolution (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004), 137-181.
Week 4
February 15

Great Gay Migration


Kath Weston, “Get Thee to a Big City: Sexual Imaginary and the Great Gay Migration,” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 2 (1995): 253-277.
February 17

Queer People of Color Speak
(TA facilitation)
Following excerpts from Gloria Anzaldúa, ed., Making Face, Making Soul/Haciendo Caras (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1990).
Barbara Smith, “Racism and Women Studies,” 25-28.

Gloria Anzaldúa, “En Rapport, In Opposition,” 142-148.

Anne Waters, “Journeys of the Mind,” 159-161.

Pat Parker, “For the white person who wants to know how to be my friend,” 297.

Paula Gunn Allen, “Some Like Indians Endure,” 298-301.

Virginia R. Harris and Trinity A. Ordona, “Developing Unity Among Women of Color,” 304-316.

Audre Lorde, “I am your Sister,” 321-325.
View Tongues Untied, available for viewing through SFSU library’s Academic Technology.

Week 5 

February 22

Sexual Revolution

FURLOUGH DAY – NO CLASS

Amber Hollibaugh, "Talking Sex: A Conversation on Sexuality and Feminism," My Dangerous Desires (Durham: Duke University Press, 2000), 118-137.

Ira Tattleman, “Speaking to the Gay Bathhouse: Communicating in Sexually Charged Spaces,” in Public Sex, Gay Space, William Leap, ed. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 71-94.
February 24 

AIDS

Paula Treichler, “AIDS, Homophobia, and Biomedical Discourse: An Epidemic of Signification,” in AIDS: Cultural Analysis, Cultural Activism, Douglas Crimp, ed.  (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1988), 31-70. 
Ruth L. Schwartz, “New Alliances, Strange Bedfellows: Lesbians, Gay men and AIDS,” in Sisters, Sexperts and Queers: Beyond the Lesbian Nation, Arlene Stein, ed. (New York: Plume, 1993), 230-244.
Week 6

March 1

Family
Flora Rheta Schreiber, “I was Raising a Homosexual Child,” Columbia Reader 164-169.

Kath Weston, “Chapter 5: Families We Choose,” in Families We Choose: Lesbians, Gays, Kinship (New York: Columbia University Press, 1991), 103-136.
March 3

BDSM




Pat Califia, “Feminism and Sadomasochism,” Public Sex: The Culture of Radical Sex (San Francisco: Cleis Press, 1994), 165-174

C. Jacob Hale, “Leatherdyke Boys and their Daddies: How to have Sex Without Women of Men,” Social Text 52/53 (Autumn-Winter 1997): 223-236. 

Week 7

March 8
 Nonmonogamy

Michael Shernoff, “Negotiated Nonmonogamy and Male Couples,” Family Process 45, no.4 (December 2006): 407-418.

Christian Kleese, “Chapter 6: Negotiating Non-monogamy: Difference, Power and Intimacy,” The Spectre of Promiscuity: Gay Male and Bisexual Non-monogamies and Polyamories (Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2007), 115-132.
March 10
Racism

Richard Fung, “Looking for my Penis” in The Columbia Reader on Lesbians and Gay Men in Media, Society, and Politics, ed. Larry Gross and Lillian Faderman (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 517-525.

Barbara Smith, “Blacks and Gays Healing the Great Divide” in The Columbia Reader on Lesbians and Gay Men in Media, Society, and Politics, ed. Larry Gross and Lillian Faderman (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 649-562

Week 8

March 15
Drag Balls and Vogue-ing
(TA facilitation)
View video Paris is Burning available for viewing through SFSU library’s Academic Technology.
bell hooks, “Chapter 9: Is Paris Burning?” in Black Looks: Race and Representation (Boston, MA: South End Press, 1992), 145-156.


Lisa Henderson, “Chapter 5: Justify Our Love: Madonna & Politics of Queer Sex,” in Cathy Schwichtenberg, ed., The Madonna Connection: Representational Politics, Subcultural Identities, and Cultural Theory (San Francisco: Westview Press, 1993), 107-128.

March 17

Art
Kobena Mercer, “Chapter 6 – Reading Racial Fetishism: The Photographs of Robert Maplethorpe,” Welcome to the Jungle: New Positions in Black and Cultural Studies (New York: Routledge, 1994), 171-219.
Week 9

March 22
. 
Michfest

Julia Serano, “Chapter 12 – Bending Over Backwards: Traditional Sexism and the Trans-Woman-Exclusion Policies,” Whipping Girl: A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and the Scapegoating of Femininity (Emeryville, CA: Seal Press, 2007), 233-245.

 Emi Koyama, “Whose Feminism is it Anyway?: The Unspoken Racism of the Transinclusion Debate,” The Transgender Studies Reader, ed. Susan Stryker and Stephen Whittle (New York: Routledge, 2006), 699-705.
March 24 

Hate Crimes

Brian L. Ott and Eric Aoki, “The Politics of Negotiating Public Tragedy: Media Framing of the Matthew Shepard Murder,” Rhetoric and Public Affairs 5, no. 3 (2002): 483-505.

Barbara Smith, “Homophophobia: Why Bring it Up?” in The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, ed. Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, and David M. Halperin (New York: Routledge, 1993), 99-102.
Week 10 
Spring Recess, no class on March 29 and March 31
Start your reading for week 11 NOW, since you are required to finish one novel by April 5
Week 11
Fiction



April 5


Read one of the following.
E. Lynn Harris, Invisible Life (New York: Anchor Books: 1994)

Radclyffe Hall, Well of Loneliness (New York: Anchor Books: 1990)

Emma Perez, Gulf Dreams (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 2009)

Monique T.D. Truong, Book of Salt (New York: Mariner Books, 2003)

April 7


Hollywood
Larry Gross, “Chapter 10: Hollywood’s Gay Nineties,” in Up From Invisibility: Lesbians, Gay Men, and the Media in America (New York: Columbia University Press, 2001), 156-183.
Week 12

April 12

Queer contestations
Max Valerio, “Now that you’re a White Man” in This Bridge We Call Home: Radical Visions for Transformation, eds., Gloria Anzaldúa and AnaLouise Keating (New York: Routledge, 2002), [page numbers] 

Jessica Lawless, “The Gendercator, or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Blogosphere,” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, 15, no. 1 (2009): 131-151.
April 14

Visit San Francisco LGBT Center at your own leisure. 

See www.sfcenter.org for address and hours.

Be prepared to speak about your experience on April 19.
Turn in rough drafts in hard copy by 2pm in EP 111c.

Week 13
 
April 19
“Fag Hags” and other straight queers 

FURLOUGH DAY – NO CLASS
Dawne Moon, “Insult and Inclusion: The Term Fag Hag and the Gay Male ‘Community,’” Social Forces 74, no. 2 (1995): 487-510. 

Andrea Wood, "Straight" Women, Queer Texts: Boy-Love Manga and the Rise of a Global Counterpublic,” Women's Studies Quarterly 34, no. 1/2 (Spring – Summer 2006): 394-414.

April 21

Straightness and same-sex sexuality
(TA facilitation)
Miguel A. Muñoz-Laboy, "Beyond 'MSM': Sexual Desire among Bisexually-Active Latino Men in New York City," Sexualities 7:1 (February 2004): 55-80. 

Eric Anderson, "'Being Masculine is not About who you Sleep with...:' Heterosexual Athletes Contesting Masculinity and the One-time Rule of Homosexuality," Sex Roles  58:1/2 (January 2008): 104-115.

Week 14 
April 26

Gay youth
 

C.J. Pascoe, “Chapter 3 – Dude You’re a Fag, Adolescent Male Homophobia,” Dude, You’re a Fag: Maculinity and Sexuality in High School (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2007), 52-83.

Melinda Miceli, “Chapter 1 – Gay Straight Alliances, From an Idea to a Social Movement,” Standing Out, Standing Together: The Social and Political Impact of Gay-Straight Alliances (New York: Routledge, 2005), 15-40.
Guest Appearance - Ilsa Bertolini, School Climate Coordinator, San Francisco Unified School District
April 28
Digital queers

Juana Maria Rodriguez, “Welcome to the Global Stage: Confessions of a Latina Cyber-Slut,” Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces (New York: New York University Press, 2003), 114-151.

Week 15

May 3


Marriage and the military

Andrew Sullivan, “Here Comes the Groom: A (Conservative) Case for Gay Marriage” in The Columbia Reader on Lesbians and Gay Men in Media, Society, and Politics, ed. Larry Gross and Lillian Faderman (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 631 -633.

Nathaniel Frank, “Chapter 7: ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ Don’t Work,” Unfriendly Fire: How the Gay Ban Undermines the Military and Weakens America (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2009), 167-197.

May 5


Transnational queer

(TA facilitation)
Peter A. Jackson, “Pre-Gay, Post-Queer: Thai Perspectives on Proliferating Gender/Sex Diversity in Asia” in Gay and Lesbian Asia: Culture, Identity, Community, Gerard Sullivan and Peter A. Jackson, eds. (New York: Harrington Park Press, 2001), 1-25.

 Morten Berthelsen, “Stop using Palestinian gays to whitewash Israel's image,” HAARETZ.com. Available at http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1118197.html.
Week 16

May 10


Mainstreaming queers
Katherine Sender, “Sex Sells: Sex, Taste, and Class in Commercial Gay and Lesbian Media,” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 9, no. 3 (2003): 331-365.
Guest Appearance – Joshua Klipp, Singer/Dancer, nominated for MTV/LOGO’s top ten videos of 2009
May 12


The Future of Queer
Riki Wilchins, “Deconstructing Trans” in GenderQueer:Voices from Beyond the Sexual Binary, eds., Joan Nestle, Clare Howell, and Riki Wilchins (Los Angeles and New York: Alyson Books, 2002), 55-63.

Dean Spade, “Compliance is Gendered” in Transgender Rights, eds., Paisley Currah, Richard M. Juang, and Shannon Price Minter, (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2006), 217-241.
FINALS WEEK

May 17


Community Surveys due at noon. Submittted to ilearn. 
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