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Justin Barron, aboldnewpace@hotmail.com


This syllabus carefully details your obligations and serves as a contract between student and instructor for this fully online course. Read what follows closely and follow directions carefully to complete this class successfully. It is your responsibility to make certain you have a full grasp of the requirements. It is also your responsibility to check the discussion boards at least twice a week for announcements in case e-mails from ilearn with notes from me do not reach you. Participating in the online discussion will require additional visits to the discussion board.

Be warned, an online class is not necessarily less work or easier. It, in fact, requires more initiative and active engagement than a course in a classroom. You are responsible to stay on top of the work without the physical presence of a professor who may keep you more conscientious. The advantage of the online course however lies in its flexibility and accessibility. You can complete the assigned work any time during the week that it is due. In fact, feel free to turn in any written work including the community survey weeks or even months before the designated due date.  No extra credit is available for the course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Queer Studies and Ethnic Studies often seem at odds.  While scholars of both fields tout their dedication to social justice, they frequently ignore the very issues of one another.  White privilege in the mainstream LGBT community as well as heterosexism and cissexism within communities of color lie at the root of this neglect ultimately erasing the existence of queers of color.  This course fights against this erasure, centralizing queer sexuality and race both as a community of individuals and as an analytical framework. Readings consider how race and sexuality are used to articulate America’s greatest fears and how queers of color negotiating family, race, and desire carve out fulfillment in both revolutionary and routine ways.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Course requirements include assigned readings, weekly response papers, weekly online participation, and one community survey. We will be gathering for an optional potluck on Tuesday, December 15 from noon to 2pm in EP 116. 
Assigned readings 
Readings include one book below and readings on e-reserves.

The book is available on reserve at the library has been ordered through the book store but has not arrived yet. Feel free to order it online through a vendor such as Amazon.com if you wish. You are welcome to come by my office hours and copy the required pages of reading from my copy as well. Readings from the book will be due week 5 on September 22.
Cherrie Moraga, Loving in the War Years (Boston: South End Press, 1983).

All remaining readings are on e-reserves through the library web page. Go to the library home page at www.library.sfsu.edu.  Select “electronic reserves” to the left.  Select the instructor name or course number.  Type in the course password “downe” and select the week in which the readings are due. 
Weekly response papers

In a one-page, single-spaced document write the significance of the readings in the first paragraph. In about four sentences summarize the main points and the significance of the arguments presented. Then devote the rest of the paper to articulating your personal thoughts about the text in a detailed and specific manner.  Post response papers to ilearn in two places – 1) assignment and 2) forum - by 10pm on the Sunday immediately preceding the Tuesday on which the readings are due. See the weekly schedule starting on page 4 of this syllabus for additional clarification. Papers will be graded on how well you have grasped the main points of the reading and then on how thoughtfully you engage in these points. Response paper grades will be translated into a 4 point scale in calculating your final course grade. No late papers will be accepted.
The assigned readings for each week tell a story and come together to form an argument. Consider how each group of readings collectively form a statement that might be framed as the following. “Although (the main point of reading A and reading B), in fact (the main point of reading C).”  Thinking about the readings in this way will help you effectively formulate the significance portion of your response paper. Do not simply summarize each reading for the weekly response paper. Think about how they all fit together to make a point and then respond to this point.

Weekly online participation will be evaluated by credit/no credit. You will receive 2 points for credit and 0 points for no credit. To receive credit for each week’s readings students must complete the following on ilearn by 7pm on each Tuesday listed below in the class schedule. 
1) Read and respond in at least 200 words to at least two other students’ response papers. Couch your response in the readings by citing at least twice from assigned readings from anywhere in the course. 
OR

2) Read and respond in at least 200 words to at least two other students’ posted responses to response papers. Couch your response in the readings by citing at least twice from assigned readings from anywhere in the course. Choosing this option encourages more cross talk on comments to response papers. 

No late posts will be accepted.
One community survey must be posted to ilearn by 7pm on Thursday, December 10. Go to item 16 to submit your survey. Explore one venue for queers of color such as a non-profit organization, artists’ gallery, support group, community event, or student group and write a two-page single-spaced survey that first describes the event and second outlines its significance.  Include one scholarly article (from an academic journal) on the same theme as your community survey and evaluate how the purpose of the event or group mirrors or adds to the points of the scholarly article. Be sure to include a full citation of the scholarly article you use. Late community surveys will be deducted a third of a grade a day for every day it is late. Community survey grades will be translated into a 20 point scale to calculate your final grade.
I welcome all of you to post events in the forum titled “Community Events” in topic zero of this course’s ilearn page as a resource for your classmates.

Optional potluck 
We will be having a potluck on Tuesday, December 15 from noon to 2pm in EP 116. 
You are not required to attend, however, feel free to take advantage of this opportunity to meet your colleagues in person and share your community surveys. I will be posting more information on ilearn as we approach the date. 
GRADE BREAKDOWN

Your grade will be the sum of points that you accumulate for each assignment completed. There are total 98 possible points. 

Response Papers

4 points each for 13 total papers = 52 possible points 


Online Participation

2 points each for 13 total times = 26 points



Community Survey

20 points each for one paper = 20 points 

Your final grade will be calculated according to the chart below.

	Grade
	Total points
	GPA scale

	A
	94 and above
	4

	A-
	90-93
	3.7

	B+
	87-89
	3.3

	B
	84-86
	3

	B-
	80-83
	2.7

	C+
	77-79
	2.3

	C
	74-76
	2

	C-
	70-73
	1.7

	D+
	67-69
	1.3

	D
	64-67
	1

	D-
	60-63
	0.7

	F
	0-59
	0


I have set up the online grade book in ilearn such that you may monitor your own progress in the course.
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Week 1 


Introduction and course guidelines

On Wednesday, August 26 between noon and 2pm feel free to come see me in person in EP111c with any questions or clarifications about the course. You may also call my office at 415-405-0774 at that time if coming to campus is difficult. 
Week 2

POST response papers by August 30 

September 1

Theoretical Background
“Chapter 7: Queer” in Anna Marie Jagose, Queer Theory: An Introduction (New York: New York University Press, 1996) 72-100.

 “Chapter 4: Racial Formation” in Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States From the 1960s to the 1990s (New York: Routledge, 1994) 53-76.

Cathy J. Cohen, “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The Radical Potential of Queer Politics?” GLQ 3 (1997): 437–65.
Week 3 

POST response papers by September 6
September 8

Queer Acts Before Identity
SEPTEMBER 8TH IS A FIXED FURLOUGH DAY. I welcome you to still do the reading, but I will not be grading any posted response papers nor counting any work you post this day as part of your final grade.

Karen V. Hansen, “No Kisses is Like Youres,” in Lesbian Subjects: A Feminist Studies Reader, ed. Martha Vicinus (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996): 178-207.

Amy Sueyoshi, “Finding Fellatio: Friendship, History, and Yone Noguchi,” in Embodying Asian/American Sexualities, ed. Gina Masequesmay and Sean Metzger (New York: Lexington Books, 2009), 157-172.

Nayan Shah, “Between ‘Oriental Depravity’ and ‘Natural Degenerates’: Spatial Borderlands and the Making of Ordinary Americans,” American Quarterly 57: 3 (2005): 703-725.
Week 4 


POST response papers by September 13
September 15


Civil Rights and the Movements of the 1970s 

Devon W. Carbado and Donald Weise, “Introduction” and “Black and Gay in the Civil Rights Movement: An Interview with Open Hands” in Time on Two Crosses: The Collected Writings of Bayard Rustin (San Francisco: Cleis Press, 2003), ix-xliv, 281-291. 
Tim Retzloff, “Eliding Trans Latino/a Queer Experience in U.S. LGBT History: José Sarria and Sylvia Rivera Reexamined,” Centro Journal 19, no. 1 (2007): 140-161.
Week 5

POST response papers by September 20
September 22


The Birth of Third World Feminism

“A Long Line of Vendidas” in Cherrie Moraga, Loving in the War Years (Boston: South End Press, 1983) 90-144. (This is from the assigned book for the course.)
Chrystos, “I Don’t Understand Those Who Have Turned Away From Me” and Jo Carillo, “And When You Leave, Take Your Pictures With You” in This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By Radical Women of Color, ed. Cherrie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa (Watertwon, MA: Persephone Press, 1981) 63-64, 68-70.
Week 6 

POST response papers by September 27
September 29


Negotiating Identities
Kaushalya Bannerji, “No Apologies” in A Lotus of Another Color: An Unfolding of the South Asian Gay and Lesbian Experience, ed. Rakesh Ratti (Boston: Alyson Publications, Inc., 1993) 59-64.

Horacio N. Roque Ramirez, “ ‘That’s My Place!’: Negotiating Racial, Sexual, and Gender Politics in San Francisco’s Gay Latino Alliance, 1975-1983,” Journal of History Sexuality 12, no. 2 (April 2003): 224-258.

Jewell Gomez, “I lost it at the Movies,” in Making Face, Making Soul: Haciendo Caras, ed. Gloria Anzaldúa (San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 1990) 203-206.

Week 7

POST response papers by October 4
October 6

Defining Ourselves
“Paige,” “Hina,” and “Jennifer and Phoebe” in Andrew Matzner, “O Au No Keia”: Voices from Hawai’i’s Mahu and Transgender Communities ([S.I.]: Xlibris Coporation, 2001), 139-150, 217-226, 249-272.

View Still Black: A Portrait of Black Transmen, DVD, 2008.
Week 8

POST response papers by October 11
October 13 


AIDS

Keith Boykin, “Chapter 5: When a Disease Becomes an Excuse” in Beyond the Down Low: Sex, Lies, and Denial in Black America (New York: Cornell Graf Publishers, 2005), 75-11.

Rafael M. Diaz and George Ayala, “Love, Passion and Rebellion: Ideologies of HIV Risk Among Latino Gay men in the USA,” Culture Sexuality and Health 1, no.3 (1999): 277-293.

Martin Manlansan IV, “Chapter 6: Tita Aida: Intimate Geographies of Suffering” in Global Divas (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003) 152-183.
Week 9

POST response papers by October 18
October 20

Marriage Equality

Marlon M. Bailey, Priya Kandaswamy, and Mattie Udora Richardson, “Is Gay Marriage Racist” in That’s Revolting: Queer Strategies for Resisting Assimilation, ed. Mattilda, aka Matt Bernstein Sycamore (Brooklyn: Soft Skull Press, 2008), 87-91.
Joanne Barker, "Tradition" in Native Acts: The Law of Cultural Authenticity (Durham: Duke University Press, forthcoming).

Glenn D. Magpantay, “The Ambivalence of Queer Asian Pacific Americans Toward Same-sex Marriage,” Amerasia Journal: Special Issue – Marriage Equality Debate 32:1 (2006): 109-117.
Week 10 

POST response papers by October 25
October 27


Art and Performance Art
José Esteban Muñoz, “Chapter 1 – Famous and Dandy like B. ‘n’ Andy: Race, Pop, and Basquiat” in Disidentifications: Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999), 37-56.
Judith Halberstam, “Mackdaddy, Superfly, Rapper: Gender, Race, Masculinity in the Drag King Scene,” Social Text no.52/53 (Autumn-Winter, 1997): 104-131.

Week 11  

POST response papers by November 1
November 3

Appropriation

Towle, Evan B. and Lynn M. Morgan.  “Romancing the Transgender Native: Rethinking the use of the ‘Third Gender’ Concept.”  GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 8 (2002): 469-497
Catrióna Rueda Esquibel, “Chapter 3 – Black Velvet Fantasies: ‘The’ Aztec Princess in the Chicana/o Sexual Imagination” in With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2006), 42-65.  

Week 12 

POST response papers by November 8
November 10

Queer Music
Hazel V. Carby, “It jus be’s that way sometime: the sexual politics of Black Women’s Blues” in The Jazz Cadence of American Culture (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998), 470-483.

 José Quiroga, “Tears at the Nightclub” in Tropics of Desire: Interventions from Queer Latino America (New York: New York University Press, 1999), 145-168.

AND watch the following videos: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8E4n2dz5CiA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdIWqsxbcMM

Week 13 

POST response papers by November 15
November 17


Global Queer

 

Jasbir K. Puar, “Circuits of Queer Mobility: Tourism, Travel, and Globalization,” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 8, no. 1-2 (2002): 101-137

Eng Beng Lim, “Glocalqueering in New Asia: The Politics of Performing Gay in Singapore,” Theatre Journal 57, no. 3 (October 2005): 383-405.

Week 14 

November 24

No class

Week 15

POST response papers by November 29
December 1

Cultural Imperialism

Joseph Massad, "Re-Orienting Desire: The Gay International and the Arab World," Public Culture 14, no. 2 (2002): 361-385
 
Adi Kuntsman, "The Soldier and the Terrorist: Sexy Nationalism, Queer Violence," Sexualities 11, no. 1 (2008): 142-165
 
James Kirchick, "Queers for Palestine?" at advocate.com. Available at:
http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid71844.asp
 

Haneen Maikey and Jason Ritchie, "James Kirchick's Queers for Palestine" at advocate.com. Available at http://www.advocate.com/letters_detail_ektid80712.asp
Week 16

POST response papers by December 6
December 8 


Queer Productions
Surf all of the following websites and check out their youtube videos which may or may not have a link from their webpages. If numerous links to video performances are not available then go to www.youtube.com and type in the name of the performance group in the box next to the “search” button.

.

www.myspace.com/butchlalis
www.goodasiandrivers.com
www.vaginaldavis.com
www.myspace.com/dlocokid
December 10


Community surveys due by 7pm
Finals Week

December 15


Optional potluck

Meet in EP 116 from noon-2pm with a dish and some thoughts about your community survey. 
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