HMSX 750 Queer Theory
Spring 2009, Thursdays 10am-1pm

Amy Sueyoshi Associate Professor
Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

EP111c, 415-405-0774

Office Hours: Thursdays 7-8pm by appointment
e-mail: sueyoshi@sfsu.edu

In the early 1990s Queer Theory exploded on to the scene to challenge contemporary views of gender, sexuality, and pleasure. Though at first considered the ugly step-child of GLBT Studies, Queer Theory quickly overtook the sexuality stage as it challenged prevailing notions of fixed bodies, identities, and sex acts. Yet seemingly transformative Queer Theory would not be without its critics. As initially marginalized queer theorists protested the state of sexuality, their works would ironically come to form its own canon within the very intellectual endeavor that it critiqued. Course readings will trace the significance of gender, sexuality, race, and finally nation through pioneering texts in Queer Theory. 
Requirements for the course include assigned readings and a final project.  You will be reading one book a week, written fairly densely because of its theoretical nature, and facilitate one discussion.  All readings are available through the Modern Times Bookstore at 888 Valencia in the Mission District. The books are also on reserve at the SFSU library reserve reading room. Additionally, students are required to locate and analyze two reviews for each reading.  These reviews available through Project MUSE or JSTOR will shape the discussion on the significance of the reading assigned.  Grading will be based on your discussion participation which includes your in-class facilitation (35%) and the final assignment (65%). Students who miss four or more classes will be subject to no credit for participation.
Students will have two options for their final assignment.  
The first option is to create a syllabus for an undergraduate queer studies class.  A two-page, single-spaced description outlining the purpose of each week and justifying the assigned readings should accompany the syllabus.  Students will be required to research outside class materials to select readings appropriate for an undergraduate audience.  
The second option is a synthetic paper discussing the assigned reading material on how queer theory may or may not usefully inform your thesis project or career as a community activist. The paper should be double-spaced and eight pages in length.  For this second option no outside reading is necessary.  Rough drafts for both assignments will be due April 30. The final assignment in its polished form is due in my office on the main campus at noon on May 18.
CLASS SCHEDULE
Week 1 – January 29
Introduction and course guidelines

Week 2 – February 5
Annamarie Jagose, Queer Theory: An Introduction (New York: New York University Press, 1996).
Week 3 – February 12
Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (New York: Routledge, 1990).
OR

Judith Halberstam, Female Masculinity (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1998).
Week 4 – February 19
Eve Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990).
Week 5 – February 26
Teresa DeLauretis, The Practice of Love: Lesbian Sexuality and Perverse Desire (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994).
Week 6 – March 5
Karen E. Lovaas, John P. Elia, and Gust A. Yep, eds, LGBT Studies and Queer Theory: New Conflicts, Collaborations, and Contested Terrain (Binghamton, NY: Harrington Park Press, 2006).

This is also available for free online through the library webpage.

Karen E. Lovaas, John P. Elia, and Gust A. Yep, eds, Journal of Homosexuality v. 52, no.1-2 (January 2007), Special Issue “LGBT Studies and Queer Theory: New Conflicts, Collaborations, and Contested Terrain.” 

Read the introduction from issue no. 1 and only one issue of your choosing.
Week 7 – March 12
Jose Munoz, Disidentifications: Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999).
Week 8 – March 19
Siobhan Somerville, Queering the Color Line: Race and the Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2000).
Week 9 – March 26

Spring recess, no class 

Week 10 – April 2
Viviane Ki Namaste, Invisible Lives: The Erasure of Transsexual and Transgendered People (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000).
Week 11 – April 9
Robert McRuer, Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of  Queerness and Disability (New York: New York University Press, 2006)
Week 12 – April 16 
David L. Eng, Judith Halberstam, and José Esteban Muñoz, Social Text 84-85, v. 23, nos. 3-4 (Fall-Winter 2005), Special Issue “What’s Queer About Queer Studies Now?”
This may be available for free online through the library webpage.

Read the introduction from issue no. 1 and only one issue of your choosing.
Week 13 – April 23
 

Rough drafts due by 4pm. Please e-mail as word attachments to sueyoshi@sfsu.edu.
No seminar will be held.
Week 14 – April 30 


Juana Maria Rodriguez, Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces (New York: New York University Press, 2003).
Week 15 – May 7
M. Jacqui Alexander, Pedagogies of Crossing: Meditations on Feminism, Sexual Politics, Memory, and the Sacred (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2005).
Week 16 – May 14
Jasbir Puar, Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2007).
Finals Week – May 18
Final assignments due by noon in EP 111c
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