ETHS670/HIST462 Making Whites: Race-making in America

Spring 2009, Thursdays 4:10-6:55
Professor Amy Sueyoshi
Webpage: online.sfsu.edu/~sueyoshi/

EP 111c, 415-405-0774

Office Hours: Thursdays 7-8pm and by appointment
sueyoshi@sfsu.edu

E-reserves password: mayonnaise
In the past fifteen years, whiteness studies has elicited acclaim as well as criticism in intellectual and activist circles.  Some have applauded the field as addressing Anglo-Americans in a post-Civil Rights, multicultural era where whites feel strangely neglected.  Others fear that courses on white Americans take resources away from hard-won courses in Ethnic Studies.  In the midst of various competing viewpoints most agree that the racial construction of whiteness has played a critical role in the history of American racism and race relations.  This course explores the historical, social, and political implications of the meaning of whiteness from America’s earliest days as a colonial outpost to the present.  How has whiteness been defined?  How has its definition changed?  And what is at stake? Through chronologically arranged readings students will engage in not only the evolution of whiteness in America but its larger significance in an increasingly multi-racial America.

Assigned readings, class participation, and two five-page papers are required.  
Participation

20%

Paper #1

40%

Paper #2

40%

There is one extra credit opportunity that could boost your final course grade one third of a grade. Please see the last page of the syllabus for details. 

Readings are on e-reserve at the library.  Go to the library home page at www.library.sfsu.edu.  Select “electronic reserves” to the left.  Select the instructor name or course number.  Type in the course password and select the week in which the readings are due.  
Participation that demonstrates that you have read and thought about the readings is absolutely required for a lively discussion.  Attendance is mandatory.  Please be punctual out of respect for your colleagues. Students who miss more than four classes will be subject to no credit for participation.   
Papers are due on Friday, March 20 and Thursday, May 21 at noon in my office. I will hand out two questions two weeks before each due date.  Use the assigned readings to craft a thoughtful, five-page answer to one of these questions. A third of a grade will be deducted from late papers for each day it is late. 
COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1 – January 29
Course Introduction
In-class video - Race: The Power of an Illusion/ vol. 3 (2003) 56 minutes  
Week 2 – February 5
Colonial America and the Meaning of Race

Chapter 16 “Toward Racism” in Edmund Morgan, American Freedom America Slavery: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1975), 316-337.

Chapter 4 “Engendering Racial Difference, 1640-1670” and Chapter 6 “From ‘Foul Crimes’ to ‘Spurious Issue’” in Kathleen Brown, Good Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and Power in Colonial Virgina (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996), 107-136, 187-211.
Week 3 – February 12
Founding Fathers

Chapter 1 “National Republicans,” Chapter 2 “Whigs,” and Chapter 3 “Mass Media, Mass Mediators,” Alexander Saxton, The Rise and Fall of the White Republic: Class Politics and Mass Culture in Nineteenth Century America (New York: Verso, 1990), 23-90.
Week 4 – February 19
White Labor and Republicanism

Chapter 3 “‘Neither a Servant Nor Master Am I’: Keywords in the Language of White Labor Republicanism,” in David Roediger Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American Working Class (New York: Verso, 1995), 43-60.
Chapter 2 “White Negroes and Smoked Irish” and Chapter 4 “They Swung Their Picks” in Noel Ignatiev How the Irish Became White (New York: Routledge, 1995), 34-59, 93-121.

Week 5 – February 26
Preserving Whiteness in the West
Chapter 2 “The True Significance of the Word ‘White,’” in Tomas Almaguer, Racial Faultlines: The Historical Origins of White Supremacy in California (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994), 45-74.

Chapter 1 “The Labor Force in California” and Chapter 4 “Rehabilitation of the Democratic Party,” in Alexander Saxton Indispensable Enemy: Labor and the Anti-Chinese Movement in California (Berkeley : University of California Press, 1995), 3-18, 67-91.
Week 6 – March 5
Performance

Chapter 2 “Love and Theft: ‘Racial’ Production and the Social Unconscious of Blackface” and Chapter 6 “‘Genuine Negro Fun’: Racial Pleasure and Class Formation in the 1840s” in Eric Lott, Love and Theft : Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (New York : Oxford University Press, 1993), 38-62, 136-168.

Week 7 – March 12
Imagining Whiteness

Chapter 4 “Ozawa and Thind” and Appendix A in Ian F. Haney López, White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (New York: New York University Press, 1996), 79-109, 203-208.

bell hooks, “Representing Whiteness in Black Imagination,” in Displacing Whiteness, ed. Ruth Frankenberg (Durham: Duke University Press, 1997), 165-179.
Week 8 – March 19
Already White
 

Chapter 1 “Early Italian Chicago” and Chapter 3 “White Peril of Europe” in Thomas A. Guglielmo, White on Arrival: Italians, Race, Color, and Power in Chicago, 1890-1945 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 14-38, 59-75. 
Paper 1 due on March 20 at noon in EP 111c.

Week 9 – March 26
Spring Recess, No Class 

Week 10 – April 2

Rise of Conservatism

Chapter 1 “Organizing 100% American Women” and Chapter 6 “100% Cooperation” in Kathleen Blee, Women of the KKK: Racism and Gender in the 1920s (Berkeley: University of California, 1991), 11-41, 154-173.


Week 11 – April 9 
Love and Romance

Chapter 2 “The Marriage Crisis” and Chapter 3 “Birds, Bees, and the Future of Race” in Julian B. Carter, The Heart of Whiteness: Normal Sexuality and Race in America, 1880-1940 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2007) 75-152.

Week 12 – April 16
Ethnic Whites

Chapter 2 “Flux and Choice in American Ethnicity” and Chapter 7 “The Costs of a Costless Community” in Mary C. Waters, Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990), 16-51, 147-168.
Week 13 - April 23
White Denial
Chapter 2 “White Black and Places ‘In Between’” in Melanie E. L. Bush, Breaking the Code of Good Intentions: Everyday Forms of Whiteness (New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2004), 55-104
No class meeting. We will hold an online discussion through ilearn. Requirements for participation will be announced in class on April 16.

Week 14 – April 30
Sexuality
Allan Bérubé, “How Gay Stays White and What Kind of White It Stays,” in The Making and Unmaking of Whiteness, edited by Birgit Brander Rasmussen, Eric Klinenberg, Irene J. Nexica, and Matt Wray (Durham. NC: Duke University Press, 2001), 234-265.
David L. Eng, “Heterosexuality in the Face of Whiteness: Divided Belief in M. Butterfly” in Q&A: Queer in Asian America, edited by David L. Eng and Alice Y. Hom (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1998), 335-365.
Guest Speaker Sean Beougher
Week 15 – May 7

Why Whiteness Studies?

Eric Arnesen, “Whiteness and the Historians' Imagination,” International Labor and Working Class History (Fall 2001): 3-32.

Barbara Fields, "Whiteness, Racism, and Identity," International Labor and Working Class History (Fall 2001): 48-56.

Eric Foner, “Response to Eric Arnesen,” International Labor and Working Class History (Fall 2001): 57-60.
Week 16 – May 14
Whiteness Today and Tomorrow
Chapter 1 “Possessive Investment in Whiteness” in George Lipsitz The Possessive Investment in Whiteness : How White People Profit from Identity Politics (Philadelphia : Temple University Press, 1998), 1-23.

In-class video – Mirrors of Privilege: Making Whiteness Visible (2006) 50 minutes

Paper 2 due Thursday, May 21 at noon in EP111c
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITY

Complete one of the two options below to receive a boost to your final course grade by one third of a grade. For example, if after calculating your participation and two paper grades you have earned a B, successful completion of the extra credit would give you a higher course grade of a B+. 

OPTION 1 – Show and Don’t Tell
Choose two class meetings to facilitate two 15 minute discussions on how that day’s readings tie into a contemporary issue of whiteness.  Bring in an item for the class to analyze such as a current controversy, political perspective, legal code, music video, or an advertisement. Lead the class in dissecting your items’ significance to whiteness and  conclude with a summary of the class’ thoughts as well as your own. Be sure to choose an issue relevant to the readings for the day. Clear delivery and effective facilitation are also required.
OPTION 2 –  Research Paper
Explore a topic of your own choice and argue an interesting thesis in a five to seven page paper. Base your argument in primary sources from your own research done outside of class and use assigned readings to contextualize your point.  You may turn in your paper at any time during the semester, however, the last day I will accept extra credit papers will be May 21 at noon, the same time your second paper is due. Proper citation using Chicago Style footnotes are required. 

You must fulfill all requirements within each option to receive full credit. Anything short of the criteria articulated above will result in no credit. 
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